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FROM ALISAN, TO THE WORLD

Compared with other islands, ecological environment in Taiwan
is extremely special. This island has horizontal width of 140
kilometers, two-thirds of area is surrounded by mountains. Due
to the huge altitude gradient and subtropical climate, Taiwan has
plant species which are adapted to warm to cold climates. It also
contributes to a great habitat for biodiversity. Nearly the forest
ecosystems of the northern hemisphere can be seen here.

Out of coincidence, Taiwan has reserved many precious species
for the world. Many ancient creatures, such as cypress and
Taiwan cedar, were nearly extinct during the Ice Age. Fortunate-
ly, the humid and warm environment protected many ancient
species from extinction. If you take a trip to Alishan, you will find
hidden mysteries of biological evolution from every subtle
feature of plants and animals.
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WHEN NATURE MEETS MODERNIZATION

During the Japanese occupation period, Government-General of
Taiwan initiated scientific investigation of Taiwan due to political
and economic governance, gradually the mystery of forest has
revealed. In order to obtain wood, the predecessors did not
hesitate to invest huge resources, overcame the difficulties of
ridges to build forest railway, and brought various technologies
and machinery into mountains for mining.

In 1912, precious cypresses were carried to Chiayi with steam
locomotives. The glorious future of Chiayi was kicked off then.
Unexpectedly, in the decades since then, the original forest was
almost completely cut down.

While it takes thousands of years to grow a cypress, logging only
takes seconds. As our decisions impact the environment and
ecosystem, we should think more carefully about resource access
and sustainability.
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FOREST RAILWAY: 100 YEARS AND BEYOND

Transportation has always been a key factor in forestry development.
In order to move wood out, Government-General of Taiwan
overcame the difficulties of ridges to build forest railway since 1906.
Over 20 branch lines were created for forestry expansion.

Accompanies the traffic service started, it easier for people to travel to
mountain. Moreover, the settlements are also built up alongside
railroad and stations. With forestry declines and road networks,
Alishan Forest Railway is repurposed for tourism, introduce new type
of train service to bring visitors to giant trees, sunrise, and sea of
clouds. “Forest trains” become a collective memory on Alishan.

This railway, which has been in operation for more than a hundred
years, carries the science and technology of mountain railway at the
end of the 19th century, witnesses the transformation of the
settlement. Itis a precious cultural heritage, only by gaining attention
can there be a chance for this living cultural asset to survive.
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RAILWAY AND HOME

Alishan Forest Railway connects plains and mountains.
Settlements are also built up alongside railroad and stations.
More than 100 years ago, people arrived by train to build their
careers, families, and livelihood.

Nowadays, there are still people living in Alishan. Their identity
with Alishan is inseparable from forestry, environment, and
community. Water under the bridge, the settlements have
become a gathering place for tourists today.

We will follow the same pathway to the mountain and learn
about nature. People in Alishan will tell their stories, and how
their lives in the mountains are different from urban life."
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INSPIRING AND MAGICAL MOUNTAINS

Alishan Forest Railway is not only a transportation channel, but also
a creative path. Sunrise, mists, and clouds are calling observers
from afar. Nature enriches them and inspires them. They travel to
Alishan with train, and the train gives them access to nature that
they long for.

Nature enriches them and inspires them, so they create in all
formats, such as literature, photography, painting, and music.
These fascinating works describe nature and personal feelings.
Welcome to take Alishan Forest Railway, to visit Alishan and
experience its magic power yourself.



